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Your Child’s First Prayer (continued) 
 
Check your prayer first.  If you feel it was answered write the 
answer underneath.  If you do not then join hands with your child 
and pray again…something like: “Father we know that some 
prayers take time.  We know that our job is to keep asking.  
Help us to do that.  Help us also to sense your presence and your 
comfort while we are waiting…Amen.”  Explain that the 
“Amen” is not the end of the prayer.  It is the middle.  It means I 
know you heard and I know you will answer.  I don’t know when 
or how but I know you will answer and we will stick with this 
prayer until that answer comes..  Other important words to learn 
are faith and patience.   Then ask your child if his/her prayer was 
answered.  If not pray the prayer a second time reminding your 
child to  ask God for his comfort and presence while he/she is 
waiting.   
        Continue praying with the child each day until he/she 
feels the  prayer has been answered.  If necessary involve 
family members, Sunday school teachers, the pastor even the 
whole church.  A child’s first answered prayer is a hallmark in 
his life, one of the foundations of all future prayer and growth, the 
one thing most likely to connect him to God and to a church for 
life.  Stick with this first prayer…as long as it takes.  Your child 
will learn a lot about God and so will you. 
    The final step, once a child is comfortable praying with you 
is to ask if he has someone else who could be a prayer partner for 
him…his/her first step to forming a Christian support group.  
The idea is that in times of trouble prayer and prayer partners (his 
church) will be your child’s first thought  not his last.  After 
praying for a week or two at a time with other people help him 
make a list of  prayer partners: Two adults you trust and two 
peers.  Help him revise the list once a year.   
     Talk with your child’s Sunday School  teachers.  She may 
help find good prayer partners or she may wish to involve the 
whole class  by assigning prayer partners a month at a 
time…requiring that the children phone each other once a week 
And pray for just two minutes.  This bulletin insert and many 
other prayer resources are free at www.teachustopray.com. 


